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Kitchen  Bites  and  Pantry  Delites Jun 2009 

Pantry Demand is Up About 1/3  Guests at both Kitchens took part in a 

nationwide survey sponsored by the FreeStore FoodBank, concluding that food pantries and kitchens 
are more critical than ever in making ends meet for our under-resourced guests.  For the past six 
months, we have had from 71 to 101 new guests each month visiting the Pantry. New guests are first 
time Pantry users or those who have not visited the Pantry that year. Thus, Pantry demand has 
increased by about 33% since January. As most readers know, the Over-The-Rhine and Walnut Hills 
Kitchens and Pantry are supported almost entirely by private donations.  Funding has begun tightening 
at a time when demand is surging, so we have become more frugal while looking for new, creative ways 
to partner with people and organizations. Please consider helping us with a donation today!  

 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Easy, Secure Ways to Support the Kitchens & Pantry: 

 Mail a check to P.O. Box 6045, Cincinnati, OH 45206 
 Secure donation thru www.overtherhinekitchen.org [click on Make A Donation]  
 Call 513-961-1983, ext 2, for gifts of food, supplies, or equipment 

 

OOvveerr--TThhee--RRhhiinnee  KKiittcchheenn  SSaalluutteess  MMrr..  BBiillll  
95 Year Old Worker Has 32 Years of Service 

  

     Over-The-Rhine Executive Director, Patricia Wakim, 
and Manager, David Angevine, are paying tribute to 
William M. Kenny, known by all as Mr. Bill. Mr. Bill left 
retirement and began working here in 1976, the year 
the  

 

the OTR Kitchen opened. 
His 32 years with the OTR 
Kitchen is yet another 
career in a long succession 
of interesting occupations.   
     Born in Paris, KY on 
November 18, 1913, Mr. 
Bill was the second son of 
10 children. He married and 
has two daughters. Over 
the years he has worked in 
tobacco fields, breaking 
horses, as a hotel valet, 
U.S. army sergeant (1941-
46), and car finisher for 
Lincoln Mercury. Asked 
how he remains so strong,  
he replied, “Pray to the good Lord!” We deeply thank Mr. 
Bill for his work and dedication–rain, snow, or ice–and 
look forward to celebrating his 96

th
. Love you, Mr. Bill! 

Business News for Our Donors 
 The Better Business Bureau has recognized the  

Kitchens and Pantry as a BBB-accredited charity.  

 Our 2008 Annual Report for the Kitchens and  
Pantry is available by email with this newsletter and posted  
on our website.  We will also mail a hard copy upon request.  
The Annual Report is important in publically thanking each 
donor and providing a strategic perspective on operations. 

 

CCCooollllllaaabbbooorrraaatttiiiooonnn:::      AAA   KKKeeeyyy   fffooorrr   SSSuuucccccceeessssss   
Collaboration has always been important for the Kitchens and 
Pantry – even more in these lean times.  We sincerely thank all 
our partners!  Contact us if you have a new partnership in mind! 

 General Electric, MI/ES Department volunteers have 
erected the walls for our new offices/conference room at the 
WH Kitchen.  Curry Electric has installed the electrical 

wiring, phone, and computer lines.  Thank you, partners! 

 We welcomed Spring Break Service groups from across the 
country.  Students from CO, IN, MO, NY, PA, and WA used 
their spring break to serve the poor with us!  In the past year 
we have also worked with 24 local grade school, high school, 
and corporate groups engaged in hands-on service with us. 

 Our Weekend Warriors: 39 synagogues, churches, family, 
and corporate groups supply food/prepare multiple weekend 
meals at both kitchens throughout the year. Serving together! 

 26 companies help us by regularly donating excess food and 
supplies for the Kitchens and Pantry.   

Check out our Updated Website…New photos, Annual 
Report, and more:  www.overtherhinekitchen.org 
Electronic applause to Michael Golan of MASSMEDIUMS! 

http://www.overtherhinekitchen.org/
http://www.overtherhinekitchen.org/
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Bags of Thanks 
The wishes from our Wish List continue to be granted by generous readers of our newsletter:   

♥ Donna and Bob Salmon and Trader Joe’s in Kenwood for the large quantities of grocery bags! 

♥ OTR and WH Board Members for plastic and paper bags, zip top bags, and egg cartons. Special thanks 
to Sisters Victoria Vondenberger and Aloyse Gerhardstein for spearheading the challenge! 

♥ Thank you to the 2
nd

 grade class of Cincinnati Country Day School for a delicious donation of vegetable beef soup. The 
class put into practice the fable about stone soup (with everyone contributing what they can, a greater good is achieved). 

♥ Eurochoc Americas delighted us with 12 cases of chocolate fondue, 7 cases of chocolates, and 3 cases of bonbons.  The 
chocolates were a big surprise to our pantry guests and the fondue was a luxurious addition to our baked desserts. 

♥ Peter Minge and Sons candy store in Cincinnati sweetly donated 8 cases of chocolate and confections.  Having candy for 
pantry bags is an infrequent treat!  Thank you Diane Sweeny, our pantry volunteer, for picking up the donation. 

♥ A special Valentine to Linnea Shaver who gave a Frisch's gift certificate for a free  
kid's meal to 80 children visiting the Over-The-Rhine Kitchen in February. 

♥ As part of Catholic Pride Week All Saints School proudly sent us a generous donation of peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches, canned soup, and jars of peanut butter and jelly.  Thank you for walking with us in serving the poor! 

♥ Blessings to Presto Foods, a monthly food donor, who has been sending us 50-75 pounds of flour each month for the 
Kitchens and to distribute in Pantry bags.  Flour is often an extravagance for our Pantry guests,  
not a household staple.  Presto Foods was generous also in sending 50 cases of pepperoni  
and 88 cases of shredded provolone cheese for our Pantry bags.  Mama Mia!       

♥ "Wow! I need this," has been the reaction from April Pantry guests receiving a roll of paper towels from Action Ministries. 

♥ FreeStore FoodBank shared numerous cases of chicken with us.  We collaborate with 5 other agencies to share food if 
one of us has more than they can properly use.  We aren’t competitors – we work together! 

♥ Delicious collaborations:  Kroger sent us a surprise donation of about 50 packages of hot dogs.  Dick Behrman of 
Restaurant Depot matched our dogs with three cases of fresh Chicago-style buns.  We served chili dogs with cheese, 
fresh strawberries, cake, and spinach salad.  Thanks to Dick and Kroger for hitting one out of the ballpark!   

♥ A Dagwood-sized thank you to GFS Marketplace for the hoagies piled high with roast beef, ham, corned beef, pastrami, 
turkey, and cheese.  Our guests were delighted and it was fun to watch the crowd attempt to eat the jumbo sandwiches. 

♥ In commemoration of Lent, Christ the King Church collected 28 bags of canned goods for the Pantry.  St. Rose Church 
overwhelmed us with a generous donation of paper products, bags, and cutlery.  Blessings to both congregations! 

Thank You Weekday Volunteers Weekday volunteers are the hands and hearts that 

pick up donations, prepare food, cook, serve, and clean up in the Kitchens, as well as stock shelves, pack bags, 
and distribute groceries at the Pantry. We could not run the kitchens and pantry without our wonderful volunteers! 

Valerie Badinghaus 
Nancy Becker 
Bea Broder-Oldach 
Arlene Conlon  
Ruth Conway 
Lana Fasman 
Rob Ferguson 
Finnegan Family 
 

Greg Frank 
Joe Grever 
Dolores Goldfinger 
Patsy Grote 
Kathy Gallagher 
Linda Grypp 
Jeanne Gudmens 
Germaine Hale 
 

Bill Hoffman 
Cindy Hurtzell 
Nancy Keating 
Bill Kenny 
Brian Lawhorn 
Peter Looney  
Carol Mackey 
Dee Martin  
 

Joe McDevitt 
Joe Miller 
Virgil Oglesby 
Charlie Plummer  
Roselyn Ridley 
Tom Roesener 
Joyce Rohan 
Ann Rooney  
 

Rachel Rosen 
Annette Rickling 
Jack Ryan 
Jean Ryan  
Donna Salmon 
Harold Shackelford  
Dana Smiley  
Mike Smith  
 

Pete Sorrentino 
Diane Sweeny 
Zack Tran  
Donna Webber 
Mike Weber  
Fred Wright  
Larry Ziegler 
Mary Ziegler

 

 
¶ Square-bottom, heavy paper grocery bags (for 

distributing groceries at the Pantry) 

¶ 1 gallon size or 1 quart size zip top bags 

¶ Clean plastic grocery bags (previously used is OK) 

¶ 9ó (or larger) plastic or Styrofoam plates 

¶ 8 oz. paper or Styrofoam cups 

To Receive this Newsletter by Email 
and save us postage: 

email us at aposervice2@juno.com or 
call Melody at 513-961-1983, ext.2. 

 
¶ Opportunities at both Kitchens Tuesday, Wednesday, &/or Thursday: 

Preparation 9:00-11:30a.m. and/or                                                         
Serving  12:00-1:00p.m. and/or                                                                 
Clean up  1:00-2:00p.m. and/or spend the day with us! 

¶ Opportunities at Pantry on Tuesday, Wednesday, and/or Thursday:      
Bag groceries, stock shelves, etc. - 9:00-11:00a.m. or 10:00a.m.-12:00p.m.  
Finish bag preparation, distribute groceries to guests - 1:30-3:30p.m. 

¶ Pick up donations on Tuesday, Wednesday, and/or Thursday: 
Requires a valid driver’s license.  Use our cargo van. 
9:00a.m. – approx. 12:00p.m. (depends on the number of pick ups) 

 

 

mailto:aposervice2@juno.com

